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THE 

DUMB  PHILOSOPHER; 

O  R 

Gnat-Britain  §  Wonder, 

CONTAINING 

I.  A  Faithful  and  very  Surprizing  Account 
how  Dickory  Cronke,  a  Tinner's  Son  in 
the  County  of  Cornwall  was  born  Dumb,  and 
continued  fo  for  58  Years  *  and  how  fome 
Days  before  he  died,  he  came  to  his  Speech  : 
With  Memoirs  of  his  Life,  and  the  Manner 
of  his  Death. 

II.  A  Declaration  of  his  Faith  and  Principles 
in  Religion  :  With  a  Colkaion  of  Selea  Me- 
ditations y  Compofed  in  his  Retirement. 

III.  His  Prophetical  Obfervations  upon  the 
Affairs  of  Europe,  more  particularly  of  Great* 
Britain,  from  1 7 20,  to  1 729.  The  whole  ex<- 
trafted  from  his  Original  Papers,  and  con- 
firmed by  unqueftionable  Authority. 

To  which  is  annexed. 
His  Elegy,  written  by  a  young  Comijh  Gentleman, 
of  Exeter  Coll.    in  Oxford  5   with  an  Epitaph 
by  another  Hand. 

Now  qms.%  Jed  quid. 
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THE 

PREFACE. 

TH  E  Formality  of  a 
Preface  to  this  little 
Book  might  have  been 
very  well  omitted,  if  it  were  not 
to  gratify  the  Curio fity  of  fome 
inquifitive  People,  who  ( I  fore- 
fee)  mil  be  apt  to  make  Obje- 
ctions againft  the  Reality  of  the 
Narrative. 

Indeed,  the  Vublick  has  too  of- 
ten been  impos'd  upon  by  fictitious 
A  3  Sto- 
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Stories,  and  fome  of  a  very  late 
Date,  fo  that  I  think  my  [elf 
obliged,  by  the  afual  RefpeU 
mhich  is  paid  to  candid  and  im- 
partial Readers,  to  acquaint 
them,  by  way  of  Introduction, 
with  what  they  are  to  expecl,  and 
what  they  may  depend  upon,  and 
yet  with  this  Caution  too :  'That 
'tis  an  Indication  of  ill  Nature 
or  ill  Manners,  if  not  both,  to 
pry  into  a  Secret  that's  indu~ 
ftrioufly  conceatd. 

However,  that  there  may  be 
nothing  wanting  on  my  part,  I  do 
hereby  afure  the  Reader,  that 
the  Papers  from  whence  the  fol- 
lowing Sheets  were  extraUed  are 
now  in  Town,  in  the  Cujlody  of  a 
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Perfm  of  unqueftionable  Repu~ 
tation-,  who,  Vll  be  bold  to  fay 
will  not  only  be  ready,  but  proud 
to  produce  'em  upon  a  go/d  Oc- 
casion, and  that  I  think  is  as 
much  Satisfaction,  as  the  Na- 
ture of  this  Cafe  requires. 

As  to  the  Performance,  it  can 
fignify  little  now  to  make  an  A- 
pology  upon  that  Account  any 
farther  than  this ,  that  if  the 
Reader  pleafes  he  may  take  no- 
tice that  what  he  has  now  before 
biniy  was  collected  from  a  large 
Bundle  of  Papers  -,  mo  ft  of which 
were  writ  in  Short-hand,  and 
very  ill  digefted;  however  this 
may  be  rely'd  upon,  that  tho'  the 
Language  is  fomething  alter'd, 

and 
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and  now  and  then  a  Word  throwh 
in  to  kip  the  Exprejjion;  yet 
flrifl;  Care  has  ken  taken  to  [peak 
the  Authors  Mind,  and  keep  as 
clofe  aspoffible  to  the  Meaning  of 
the  Original. 

For  the  Defign  I  think  there's 
nothing  need  be  [aid  in  Vindica- 
tion of  that :  Here's  a  Dumb 
Philofopher  introduced  to  a 
wicked  and  degenerate  Genera- 
tion, as  a  proper  Emblem  ofVir* 
tue  and  Morality,  and  if  the 
World  could  be  perfuaded  to  look 
upon  him  with  Candor  and  Im- 
partiality, and  then  to  copy  after 
him ;  the  Editor  has  ganfd  his 
Ends,  and  would  think  himfelf 
fufficiently  recompenc'd  for  his 
prefent  Trouble. 
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THREE  PARTS, 8c. 

lAl  T    1. 


MONG  the  many  flxange 
andfurprizing  Events  that  help 
to  fill  the  Accounts  of  this  laft 
Century,  I  know  none  that 
merit  more  an  entire  Credit, 
or  are  more  fit  to  be  preferv'd 
and  handed  to  Pofterity,  than  thoie  lam 
now  going  to  lay  before  the  Publick. 

Dickorj  Cronke,  the  Subjedt  of  the  follow- 
ing Narrative,  was  born  at  a  little  HawI- 
kt9  near  St.  Colomby  in  Cornwall  the  xpth  qf 
6  Mg% 
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Mayy  1660,  be'ng  the  Day  and  Year  in 
w  h  chKin  :,  Charles  the  Second  was  Hejlord. 
His  Patents  were  of  mean  Bkti$£Kon,  but 
honed,  induftrious  Peop^,  ?nd  va  el!  b<  \  ved 
In  their  Neighbourhood  :  His  Far -e  'schief 
Bufinfft  was  to  wotk  at  the  Tw-Mmes  ;  his 
Mother  ftaid  at  home  to  look  after  the  chil- 
dren, of  which  they  had  fe-eial  living  at 
the  fame  time ;  our  Dickory  was  the  youn^eft, 
and  being  but  a  fi  kiv  Child,  had  always 
a  double  Portion  of  her  Care  and  Tend*  rnefs. 

Twas  upwards  or  three  Years  before  it 
was  difcovej'd  that  he  was  born  Dumb,  the 
Knowledge  of  which  at  fir  ft  gave  his  Mo- 
ther great  Uneafineis,  but  finding  foon  after 
that  he  had  his  Hearing,  and  all  his  o»her 
Senfts  to  the  treated  Perfe&ion,  her  Gnef 
b<  gan  to  abate,  and  (he  refolv'd  to  have 
him  brought  up  as  well  as  their  CircumfLn- 
ces,  and  lis  Opacity  would  permit. 

As  he  grew,  notwithstanding  his  want  of 
Speech,  he  every  day  gavefon  e  h  ftance  of  a 
ready  Wit,  and  a  Genius  mu  h  fuperi  r  to 
the  Country  I  htld- en,  infomvjch,  that  feve- 
ral  Gentlemen  in  the  Neighbourhood  took 
particular  Notice  of  him,  and  would  often 
call  him  Reftoratwn  Dick,  and  give  him  Mo- 
ney   &c 

When  he  came  to  be  eight  Y^ars  of  Age, 
his  Mother  agreed  with  a  Perfon  in  the  next 
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to  teach  him  to  Read  and  Write^  both  which* 
in  a  very  Hurt  time,  he  acquir'd  to  fuch  Per- 
fcftion,  efpecially  the  litter,  that  he  not  on* 
ly  taught  his  own  Brothers  and  Sifters,  but 
like  wife  feveral  young  Men  and  Women  in 
the  Neighbourhood,  which  ofren  brought 
him  infmallSums,  which  he  always  laid  out 
in  fuch  Neceff  tries  he  flood  moft  in  need  of. 

In  this  Sure  he  continued  'nil  he  was  about 
Twenty,  and  then  he  began  to  refltdt  how 
fcandalous  it  was  for  a  young  M  not  his 
Age  and  CircuTftances  to  live  idle  at  home,' 
and  fu  refolves  to  go  with  his  Father  to  the 
Mines^  to  try  if  he  could  get  fomerhing  to- 
ward the  Support  of  himfdf  and  the  Family ; 
but  being  of  a  tender  Conflitution^  and  often 
fkk,  he  fbon  perceivM  that  fort  of  Bufinefs 
was  too  hard  for  him,  fo  was  forc'd  to  re- 
turn home,  and  continue  in  his  former  Sca- 
tion  ;  upon  which  he  grew  exceeding  me- 
lancholly,  which  his  Mother  obferving,  com- 
forted him  in  the  beft  manner  (he  could ; 
telling  him,  that  if  it  fhould  pleafe  God  to 
take  her  away,  (he  had  fomething  left  in 
Store  for  him,  which  would  prderve  him 
agaiuft  publick  Want. 

This  kind  AiTurance  from  a  Mother,  whom 
he  fo  dearly  lov'd,  gave  him  fome,  tho' not 
an  entire  Satisfaction;  however,  he  refolves 
to  acquiefce  under  it  'till  Providence  fhould 
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order  fomething  for  him,  more  to  his  Con- 
tent and  Advantage,  which  in  a  fliort  time 
happened  according  to  his  Willi:  The  man- 
ner thus, 

One  Mr.  Omen  Parry  >  a  Welch  Gentleman, 
of  good  Repute,  coming  from  Brifiol  to 
Pad/low,  a  little  Sea- Port  in  the  County  of 
Cormval,  near  the  Place  where  Dickory  dwelt ; 
hearing  much  of  this  Dumb  Man's  Perfe&i- 
ons,  would  needs  have  him  fent  for ;  and 
finding  by  his  fignificant  Geftures  and  all 
outward  Appearances,  that  he  much  exceed- 
ed the  Chara&er  that  the  Country  gave  of 
him,  took  a  mighty  liking  to  him,  iniomuch, 
that  he  told  him,  if  he  would  go  with  him 
into  Pembrookfbire,  he  would  be  kind  to  hintf, 
and  take  care  of  him  as  long  as  he  liv'd. 

This  kind  and  unexpected  Offer  was  fo 
welcome  to  poor  Dickory,  that  without  any 
farther  Confederation,  he  got  a  Pen  and  Ink 
and  writ  a  Note,  and  in  a  very  handfome 
and  fubmiffive  manner,  returnM  him  Thanks 
for  his  Favour,  alluring  him,  he  would  do  his 
beft  to  continue  and  improve  it ;  and  that  he 
Would  be  ready  to  wait  upon  him  whenever 
hefhould  be  pieasM  to  command. 

To  fhorten  the  Account  as  much  as  poffi- 
ble  ;  all  things  were  concluded  to  their  mu- 
tual Satisfaction,  and  in  about  a  Fortnight's 
lime,  they  let  forward  for  Wales,  where  Die- 
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kory,  notwithftanding  his  Dambnejs,  behav'd 
himfelf  with  fo  much  Diligence  and  Affabi- 
lity, that  he  not  only  gain'd  the  Love  of 
the  Family  where  he  liv'd,  but  of  every  bo- 
dy round  about  him. 

In  this  Station  he  continued  'till  the  Death 
of  his  Mafter,  which  happen'd  about  twenty 
Years  afterwards  *,  in  all  which  time,  as  has 
^en  confirm'd  by  feveral  of  the  Family,  he 
m  s  never  obferv'd  to  be  any  ways  difguis'd 
by  Drinking,  or  to  be  guilty  of  any  of  the 
Follies *  and  Irregularities  incident  to  Servants 
in  Gentlemens  Houfes:  On  the  contrary, 
when  he  had  any  fpare  time,  his  conftant 
Cuftom  was  to  retire  with  fome  good  Book 
into  a  private  Place,  within  Call,  and  there 
imploy  himfelf  in  Reading,  and  then  writing 
down  his  own  Observations  upon  what  he 
read. 

After  the  Death  of  his  Mafler,  whofe  Loft 
afflifted  him  to  the  laft  degree,  one  Mrs, 
Mary  Mordant,  a  Gentlewoman  of  great  Vir- 
tue and  Piety,  and  a  very  good  Fortune* 
took  him  into  her  Service,  and  carry'd  him 
with  her,  firft,  to  the  Bath,  and  then  to 
Briftol,  where,  after  a  lingring  Diftemper, 
which  continu'd  for  about  four  Years,  (he 
died  likewife. 

Upon  the  Lofs  of  his  Mijlrefs,  Dickory 
grew  again  exceeding  Mdancholly  and  Dif- 
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confolate;  at  length  refleitin^,  that  Death 
is  but  a  common  Debt  which  all  Mortals 
owe  to  Nature,  and  muft  be  paid  fooner  or 
later,  he  became  a  little  better  fatisfy'd,  and 
fo  determmes  to  get  together  what  he  had 
fav'd  ia  his  Service,  and  then  to  return  to 
his  Native  Country,  and  there  fin.fh  his  Life 
in  Privacy  and  Retirement. 

Having  been,  as  has  be<  n  mention'd,  a- 
bout  twenty  four  Years  a  Servant,  and  ha » 
ingin  the  interim  received  two  Legacies,  viz. 
one  of  thirty  Pounds,  left  him  by  his  M  after  y 
and  another  of  fifteen  Pounds  by  his  Midrefs  ; 
and  being  always  very  frugal,  he  had  got 
by  him  in  the  whole,  upward  of  ftxty  Pounds  ; 
This,  th  nks  he,  with  prudent  Management,  will 
he  enough  to  f up  port  me  as  long  as  I  live,  and 
fo  Pll  Sen  Uy  a  fide  all  Thoughts  of  future  Bufi~ 
nefs%  and  make  the  bejl  of  my  way  to  Cornwal, 
and  there  find  out  fome  fafe  andjolitary  Retreat , 
where  I  may  have  liberty  to  meditate,  and  make 
my  melancholly  Obfervations  upon  the  fever al 
Occurrences  of  Human  Life. 

This  Refolution  prevailM  fo  far,  that  no 
time  was  let  flip  to  get  every  thing  in  a 
Readinefs  to  go  with  the  firft  Ship.  As  to 
his  Money,  he  always  kept  that  lock'd  up 
by  him,  unlefs  he  fcmetimes  lent  it  to  a 
Friend  without  haereft,  for  he  had  a  mortal 
Hatred  to  all  forts  of  Vfurj  or  Extortion. 

His 
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His  Books,  of  which  he  had  a  considerable 
Quantity,  and  fome  of 'em  ves  y  good  ones, 
together  with  his  other  Equipage,  he  got 
pack'd  up,  that  nothing  might  be  wanting 
againft  the  firft  Opportunity. 

In  a  few  days  he  heard  of  a  Veffel  bound 
to  Padjiow,  the  very  /W  he  wifh'd  to  go  to, 
being  within  four  or  five  Miles  of  the  Place 
where  he  was  born.  When  he  came  thither, 
which  was  in  lefs  than  a  Week;  his  fir  it 
Bufinefs  was  to  enquire  after  the  Srate  of 
his  Family  i  It  was  fome  time  before  he  could 
get  any  manner  of  Information  of  'em,  until 
an  old  Man  that  knew  his  Father  and  Mo* 
ther,  and  remember Jd  they  had  a  Son  v\  as 
born  Dumb,  recolleded  him,  and  after  a 
great  deal  of  Difficulty,  made  him  underfland 
that  all  his  Famtly,  except  his  youngert  Sif- 
ter, were  dead,  and  that  Jhewasa  PVidow9 
and  iiv'd  at  a  little  Town,  cali'd  St.  Helens^ 
about  ten  Miles  farther  in  the  Country. 

This  doleful  News  we  muft  imagine, 
muft  be  extremely  {hocking,  and  add  a  new 
Sting  to  his  former  Afflithon  \  and  here  it 
was  that  h^  began  to  exerctfe  the  Fbilofo- 
pher,  and  to  demonftrate  himfelf,  both  a  wife 
and  a  good  Man  :  All  thefe  things,  (  thinks 
hej  are  the  Will  of  Providence,  and  muft 
not  he  difputed,  and  fo  he  bore  up  under 
them,i%ith  an  entire  Resignation^  refolving 
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that  as  foon  as  he  could  find  a  Place  where 
he  might  depofite  his  Trunk  and  Boxes  with 
fafety,  he  would  go  to  St.  Helens  in  queft 
of  his  Sifter. 

How  his  Sifter  and  he  met,  and  how 
tranfported  they  were  to  fee  each  other  af- 
ter fo  long  an  Interval,  I  think  it  is  not  very 
material.  'Tis  enough  for  the  prefent  Pur- 
pofe,  that  Dickory  fooh  recolle&ed  his  Sifter, 
and  fliehim;  and  after  a  great  many  en- 
dearing Tokens  of  Love  and  Tendernefs,  he 
wrote  to  her,  telling  her,  that  he  believM 
Providence  had  beftow'd  upon  him  as  much 
as  would  fupport  him  as  long  as  he  liv?d, 
and  that  if  fhe  thought  proper,  he  wrould 
come  and  fpend  the  Remainder  of  his  Days 
with  her. 

The^mJ  Woman  no  fooner  read  his  Pro* 
pofa/s  but  accepted  it,  adding  withal,  that 
ihe  could  wifh  her  Entertainment  was  better, 
but  if  he  would  accept  of  it  as  it  was,  fhe 
would  do  her  belt  to  make  every  thing  eafy, 
and  that  he  fhould  be  welcome  upon  his  own 
Terms  to  ftay  with  her  as  long  as  he 
pleas'd. 

This  djfairbdng  fo  happily  fettled  to  his 
full  Satisfa&ion,  he  returns  to  Pad/low,  to 
fetch  the  Things  he  had  left  behind  him, 
and  the  next  day  came  back  to  St.  Helena 
where,  according  to  his  own  Propofal,  he 
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cbntinu'd  to  the  Day  of  his  Death,  which 
happened  upon  the  x9thof  May  171 8,  about 
the  fame  Hour  in  which  he  was  born. 

Having  thus  given  a  fbort  detail  of  the  fever  al 
Periods  of  his  Life,  extracted  chiefly  from 
the  Papers  which  he  left  behind  him.  I  come 
in  the  next  place  to  make  a  few  ObfervationSj 
how  he  managed  himfelf  and  fpent  his  Time 
towards  the  latter  part  of  it* 

His  conftant  Pra&ice  both  Winter  and 
Summer^  was  to  rife  and  fet  with  the  Sun, 
and  if  the  Weather  would  permit,  he  ne- 
ver fail'd  to  walk  in  fome  unfrequented  Place 
for  three  Hours,  both  Morning  and  Evening, 
and  there  'tis  fuppos'd  he  composM  the 
following  Meditations.  The  chief  Part  of  his 
Suflenance  was  Milk  with  a  little  Bread 
boiPd  in  it,  of  which,  in  a  Morning,  after 
his  Wdki  he  would  eat  the  quantity  of  a 
Pint,  andfometimes  more:  Dinners  he  never 
eat  any,  and  at  Night  he  would  only  have 
a  pretty  large  Piece  of  Bread,  and  drink 
a  Draught  of  good  Spring-water ;  and  after 
this  Method  he  livyd  during  the  whole  time 
he  was  at  St.  Helens.  'Tis  obferv'd  of  him, 
that  he  never  flept  out  of  a  Bed,  nor  never 
lay  awake  in  one,  which  I  take  to  be  an 
Argument,  not  only  of  a  ftrong  and  health- 
C  M 
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fhl  Conftitution,  but  of  a  Mind  composed 
2nd  calm,  and  entirely  free  from  the  ordi- 
nary Difturbances  of  human  Life.  He  ne- 
ver gave  the  leaft  Signs  of  Complaint  or 
Diffatisfa&ion  at  any  thing,  unlefs  it  was 
when  he  heard  the  Tinners  fwear,  or  faw 
them  drunk,  and  then  too  he  would  getout 
of  the  way,  as  foon  as  he  had  let  th<  m  fee 
by  fome  fignificant  Signs,  how  fcandalous 
and  ridiculous  they  made  thenifelves,  and 
againft  the  next  time  he  met  them,  would 
be  fureto  have  a  Paper  ready  writ,  wherein 
he  would  reprefent  the  Folly  of  Drunkennefs, 
and  the  dangerous  Confequences  that  ufual- 
ly  attended  it. 

Idlenefs  was  his  utter  Averfion,  and  if  at 
anytime  he  had  finifh'd  the  Bufinefs  of  the 
Day,  and  was  gmwn  weary  of  reading  and 
writing,  in  which  he  daily  fpent  fix  Hours 
at  leaft,  he'd  certainly  find  fomething  ei- 
ther within  Doors  or  without  to  employ 
himfelf 

Much  might  be  faid  both  with  regard  to 
the  wife  and  regular  Management,  and  the 
prudent  Methods  he  took  to  fpend  his  time 
well  towards  the  declenfion  of  his  Life  ; 
but  as  his  Hiftoty  may  perhaps  be  fhortly 
publiih'd  at  large  by  a  better  hand,  I  (hail 
only  obferve  in  the  general,  that  he  was  a 
Verjon  of  great  Wifdom  and  Sagacity :  He 
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underftood  Nature  beyond  the  ordinary  Ca- 
pacity ;  and  if  he  had  had  a  Competency  of 
Learning  fuirable  to  his  Geniwy  neither  this? 
nor  the  former  Ages  would  have  produced  a 
better  Philofopher,  or  a  greater  Man. 

/  come  next  to  [peak  of  the  manner  of  his 
Death  ^  'and  the  Conferences  thereof  which 
are  indeed  very  [urprizwg,  and  perhaps 
not  altogether  unworthy  a  general  Obferva- 
tion.  I  /hall  relate  them  as  briefly  as  I  cany 
and  leave  every  one  to  believe  or  difbelieve 
as  he  thinks  proper. 

Upon  the  26th  of  May  1718,  according 
to  hisufual  Method,  about  four  in  the  A£- 
ternoon,  he  went  out  to  take  his  Evening 
Walk ;  but  before  he  could  reach  the  place 
he  intended,  he  was  feiz'd  with  an  Apo- 
pleftick  Fit,  which  only  gave  him  liberty 
to  fit  down  under  a  Tree,  where  in  an  In- 
ftanthewas  depriv'dof  all  manner  of  Sence 
and  Motion,  and  fo  he  continued,  as  ap- 
pears by  his  own  Confeffion  afterwards, 
for  more  than  fourteen  Hours. 

His  Sifter,  who  knew  how  exaft  he  was  in 
all  his  Methods,  finding  him  ftay  a  condder- 
able  time  beyond  the  ufual  Hour,  concludes 
that  fome  Misfortune  muft  needs  have  hap- 
pened to  him,  or  he  would  certainly  have 
C  %  been 
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been  at  home  before :  In  fliort,  Hie  went 
immediately  to  all  the  Places  he  was  wont 
to  frequent,  but  nothing  could  be  heard  or 
feen  of  him  'till  the  next  Morning,  when 
a  young  Man,  as  he  was  going  to  work 
difcover'd  him,  and  went  home  and  told 
his  Sifter,  that  her  Brother  lay  in  fuch  a 
place,  under  a  Tree,  and,  as  he  believ'd, 
had  been  rohPd  and  murder  d. 

The  poor  Woman,  who  had  allNight  been 
under  the  moft  dreadful  Apprehenfions,  was 
now  frighted  and  confounded  to  the  laft 
degree  ;  however,  recollefting  herfelf,  and 
finding  there  was  no  Remedy,  flie  got  two 
or  three  of  her  Neighbours  to  bear  her  Com- 
pany, and  fo  haften'd  with  the  young  Man, 
to  the  Tree,  where  Ihe  found  her  Brother 
lying  in  the  fame  Pofture  that  he  had  de- 
fcrib'd. 

The  difmal  Objeft  at  fir  ft  View  ftartled 
and  furprizM  every  body  prefent,  and  fill'd 
Jem  full  of  different  Notions  and  Conjec- 
tures :  But  fome  of  the  Company  going 
nearer  to  him,  and  finding  that  he  had  loft 
nothing,  and  that  there  were  no  Marks  of  a- 
ny  Violence  to  be  difcovered  about  him,  they 
conclude  that  it  muft  be  an  Apopletticky  or 
fome  other  fudden  Fit  that  had  furpriz'd 
him  in  his  Walk;  upon  which  his  Sifter 
and  the  reft  began  to  fegl    his  Hands  and 
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Face,  and  obferving  that  he  was  ftill  warm, 
and  that  there  was  fome  Symptoms  of  Life 
yet  remaining,  they  conclude  that  the  beft 
way  was  to  carry  him  home  to  Bed,  which 
was  accordingly  done  with  the  utmoft  Ex- 
pedition. 

When  they  had  got  him  into  the  Bed, 
nothing  was  omitted  that  they  could  think 
of,  to  bring  him  to  himfelf,  but  (till  he  con- 
tinued  utterly  infenfible  for  about  fix  Hours : 
At  the  fixth  Hour's  end,  he  began  to  move 
a  little,  and  in  a  very  fhort  time  was  fo  far 
recovered,  to  the  great  Aftonifhment  of  eve- 
ry body  about  him  ,•  he  was  able  to  look 
np,  and  to  make  a  Sign  to  his  Sifter  to  bring 
him  a  Cup  of  Water. 

After  he  had  drank  the  Water,  he  foon 
perceiv'd  that  all  his  Faculties  were  returned 
to  their  former  Stations;  and  though  his 
Strength  was  very  much  abated  by  the 
length  and  rigour  of  the  Fit,  yet  his  Intel- 
lefts  were  as  ftrong  and  vigorous  as  ever. 

His  Sifter  obferving  him  to  look  ear- 
neftly  upon  the  Company,  as  if  he  had  fome- 
thing  extraordinary  to  communicate  to  them, 
fetch'd  him  a  Pen  and  Ink,  and  a  Sheet  of 
Paper,which,  after  a  fhort  Paufe  he  took, 
^nd  writ  as  follows  : 


Dear 
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Dear  Sifter, 

I  HAVE  now  no  need  of  Fen,  Ink,  and  Paper 
to  tell  you  my  meaning  :  I  find  the  Strings  that 
bound  up  my  Tongue,  and  hindered  tne  fromfpeaJang, 
are  unhid,  and  I  have  Words  to  exprefs  my f elf  as 
freely  and  diJlinUly  as  any  other  Per/on.  From 
whence  this  ftrange  and  unexpefted  Event  fiould 
proceed,  I  muft  not  pretend  U  fay  any  further  than 
this,  that  'tis  doubtlefs  the  hand  of  Providence  that 
has  done  it,  and  in  that  I  ought  to  acqniefce  :  Pray 
Jet  me  be  alone  for  two  or  three  Hours,  that  I  may  be 
at  liberty  to  compofe  myfelf,  and  put  my  Thoughts  in 
the  beft  Order  I  can  before  I  leave  them  behind  me. 

The  poor  Woman,  tho'  extremely  ftartltd 
3t  what  her  Brother  had  writ,  yet  took 
care  to  conceal  it  from  the  Neighbours,  who 
Ihe  knew,  as  well  as  fhe,  mull  he  mightily 
furprizM  at  a  thing  fo  utterly  unexpe^ed, 
Says  fhe,  My  Brother  de  fires  to  be  alone  ;  /  be- 
lieve he  may  have  fomething  in  his  Mind  that 
dijlurbs  him :  Upon  which  the  Neighbours 
took  their  Leave,  and  returned  home,  and 
his£/y?<rftiucthe  Door,  and  left  him  alone  to 
his  private  Contemplations. 

After  the  Company  were  withdrawn,  he 
fell  into  a  found  Sleep,  which  lafted  from 
two  'till  fix,   and  his  Sifter  being  appre- 
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lienfive  of  the  return  of  his  Fit,  came  to 
the  Bed-fide,  and  asking  foftly  if  he  want- 
ed any  thing,  he  turn'd  about  to  her,  and 
fpoke  to  this  effect : 

Dear  Sifter, 

YO  U  fee  me,  not  only  recovered  out  of  a  terrible 
Fit,  but  likewife  that  1  have  the  Liberty  0f 
Speech  ;  a  Bleffing  that  I  have  been  deprivd  of  aU 
nioft  fixty  Tears,  and  I  am  fathfyd  you  are  fincere* 
ly  Joyful  to  find  me  in  the  State  I  now  am  ;  but, 
alas  !  ''tis  but  a  miflaken  Kindnefs  :  Thefe  ar& 
things  but  of  J/jort  Duration,  and  if  they  were  t0 
continue  for  a  hundred  Tears  longer,  I  cartt  fe& 
how  I  Jbould  be  any  ways  the  better. 

I  know  the  World  too  well  to  be  fond  of  it,  an£ 
am  fully  fatisfy'd,  that  the  difference  between  a  long 
and  a  Jbort  Life  is  infignificant,  efpeciaUy  when  I 
confider  the  Accidents  and  Company  lam  to  en- 
counter :  Bo  but  lookferioujly  and  Impartially  upon 
the  aftonijlnng  Notion  of  Time  and  Eternity,  what 
an  immenfe  deal  has  run  out  already,  and  how  infi* 
nite'tis  ftitt  in  the  future  5  do  but  ferioujly  andde^ 
tiberately  confider  this,  and  yoiill find,  upon  the  whole, 
that  three  Days  and  three  Ages  of  Life,  come  much  to 
the  fame  Meafure  and  Reckoning, 
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As  Coon  as  he  had  ended  his  Difcoiirfe 
upon  the  Vanity  and  Uncertainty  of  htiman 
Life;  lie  look'd  ftedfaftly  upon  her.  Sifler, 
fays  he,  /  conjure  you  not  to  be  difiurPd  at 
what  I  am  going  to  tell  you;  which  you  will 
undoubtedly  find  to  he  true  in  every  particular. 
1  perceive  my  Glafs  is  run,  and  I  have  novo  no 
more  to  do  in  thk  World  but  to  take  my  Leave 
of  it  y  for  to  morrow  about  this  time,  my  Speech 
will  be  again  taken  from  me,  and  in  a  Jldort 
time  my  Fit  will  return ;  and  the  next  Day, 
which  I  underfland  is  the  Day  in  which  I  came 
into  this  t rouble fome  World,  I  Jhall  exchange  it 
for  another ,  where,  for  the  future *  I  [hall  for 
ever  be  free  from  all  manner  of  Sin  and  Suffer- 
ings. 

The  good  Woman  would  have  made  him  a 
Reply,  but  he  prevented  her,  by  telling 
her,  he  had  no  time  to  hearken  to  unnecejfary 
Complaints  or  Animadverfions.  1  have  a 
great  many  things  in  my  Mind  that  require  a 
jpeedy  and  ferious  Confideration.  The  time  1 
have  to  flay  is  but  /hort,  and  I  have  a  great 
deal  of  important  Bufinefs  to  do  in  it :  Time 
dnd  Death  are  both  in  my  Fiewy  and  feem  both 
to  call  aloud  to  me  to  make  no  delay.  I  beg  of 
you  therefore,  not  to  difquiet  y our f elf  or  me  : 
What  mufi  be,  mufi  be,  the  Decrees  of  Provi- 
dence are  eternal  and  unalterable  ;  why  then 
fhould  we  torment  our/elves  about  that  which  we 
$&nnot  remedy i  I 
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/  'muft  confefi,  my  dear  Sifter,  /  owe  yon 
many  Obligations,  for  your  exemplary  GoocU 
nefs  to  me,  and  I  do  Solemnly  ajfitre  you,  I 
/hall  retain  the  Sence  of  them  to  the  k*fl  Mo- 
ment:  All  that  I  have  now  to  reque'jiofyou  is9 
that  I  may  be  alone  for  this  Night :  1  have  it  . 
in  my  Thoughts  to  leave  fome  fkort  Observa- 
tions behind  me ;  and  likewife  to  discover  fome 
Things  of  great  Weight  which  have  been  revealed 
to  me,  which  may  perhaps  be  of  fome  ufe  here- 
after to  you  and  your  friends :  What  Credit 
they  may  meet  with,  I  cant  fay^  but  depend  the 
Conference,  according  to  their  refpeilive  Pe- 
riods, will  account  for  them,  and  vindicate  them 
dgainJI  the  Suppofition  of  Falfity  or  mere  Sug* 
geftion.  Upon  this,  his  Sifter  left  him  'till 
about  four  in  the  Morning,  when  coming  to 
his  Bed  fide  to  know  if  he  wanted  anything, 
and  how  he  had  refted,  he  made  her  this  An- 
fwer  :  /  have  been  taking  a  cur fory  View  cf  my 
Life ;  and  tho  1  find  my f elf  exceedingly  deficient 
in  fever al  Particulars,  yet  T  blefs  God,  J  can- 
not find  1  have  any  jufl  g rounds  to  fufpeB  my 
Pardon:  In  fbort,  fays  he,  I  have  fpent  this 
Night  with  more  inward  Pleafure  and  true  Sa- 
tisfaction than  ever  I  [pent  a  Night  through 
the  whole  Courfe  of  my  Life. 

After  he  had  concluded  what  he  had  to 

fay  upon  the  Satisfaction  that   attended  an 

innocent  and  well-fpent  Life,  and  obferv'd 
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what  a  mighty  Confolation  it  Was  toPerfons* 
not  only  under  the  Apprehenfion,  but  even 
in  the  very  Agonies  of  Death  it  felf.  He  de- 
fir'd  her  to  bring  him  hisufual  Cup  of  Water, 
and  then  to  help  him  on  with  his  Clothes, 
that  he  might  fit  up,  and  fo  be  in  a  better 
Pofture  to  take  his  leave  of  her  and  her 
Friends. 

When  ftie  had  taken  him  up,  and  plac  d 
him  at  a  Table  where  he  ufually  fate,  he  de- 
fir'd  her  to  bring  him  his  Box  of  Papers,  and 
after  he  bad  colle&ed  thofe  he  intended 
fhould  be  preferv'd,  he  order'd  her  to  bring 
a  Candle  that  he  might  fee  the  reft  burnt. 
The  good  Woman  feem'd  at  firft  to  oppofe 
the  burning  of  his  Papers,  'till  he  told  her 
they  were  only  ufelefs  7>//fcj,fome  unfinifh'd 
Obfervations  which  he  had  made  in  his  youth- 
ful Days,  and  were  not  fit  to  be  feen  by  her, 
or  any  body  that  fhould  come  after  him. 

After  he  had  feen  his  Papers  burnt,  and 
placM  the  reft  in  their  proper  Order,  and 
had  likewife  fettled  all  his  other  Affairs, 
which  was  only  fit  to  be  done  between  him- 
felf  and  his  Sifter  ;  he  defir'd  her  to  call  two 
or  three  of  the  moft  reputable  Neighbours, 
not  only  to  be  Witneffes  to  his  Will,  but  like- 
wife  to  hear  what  he  had  further  to  commu- 
nicate before  the  return  of  his  Fit,  which  he 
expefted  very  fpeedily. 

His 
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His  Sifter,  who  had  beforehand  acquaint- 
ed two  or  three  of  her  Confidants  with  all 
that  had  happened,  was  very  much  rejoyc'd 
to  hear  her  Brother  make  fo  unexpe&ed  a 
Concejfion,  and  accordingly,  without  any  De- 
lay or  Hefitation,  went  directly  into  the 
Neighbourhood,  and  brought  home  her  two 
felect  Friends,  upon  whofe  Secrefy  and  Sin- 
cerity, fhe  knew  fhe  might  depend  upon  all 
Accounts. 

In  her  abfence  he  felt  feveral  Symptoms 
of  the  approach  of  his  Fit,  which  made  him 
a  little  uneafy,  left  it  (hould  entirely  feize 
him  before  he  had  perfected  his  Will,  but 
that  Apprehenfion  was  quickly  removed  by 
her  fpeedy  Return.  After  fhe  had  intro- 
duce her  Friends  into  his  Chamber,  he  pro- 
ceeds to  exprefs  himfelf  in  the  fallowing 
manner. 

Dear  Sifter, 

\7  0  U  now  fee  your  Brother  upon  the  brink  of  % 
J-  ternity  -,  and  as  the  Words  of  dying  Perfons  are, 
commonly  the  moft  regarded,  and  malic  deepc/l  Impref 
fions.  I  cannot  fufpeft,  but  you'll  fitfer  the  few  I  am 
going  about  to  fay ,  toh:ve  always  fo?ne  Place  in  your 
Thoughts,  that  they  may  be  ready  fcryou  to  mate  life 
of  upon  any  Occafion. 

Don't  be  fond  of  any  thing  on  this  fide  of  Eternity^ 

or  fvffer  your  Inter  eft  to  encline  you  to  break  yout 
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Word,  quit  your  Modefty,  or  to  do  any  thing  that  wig 
not  bear  the  Light,  and  look  the  World  in  the  Face ; 
for,  be  ajfur'd  of  this,  the  Perfon  that  values  the 
Virtue  of  his  Mind,  and  the  Dignity  of  his  Reafon, 
is  always  eafy  and  well  fortified,  both  efgainft  Death 
and  Misfortune,  and  is  perfeBly  indifferent  ahont  the 
Length  and  Sbortnefs  of  his  Life  :  Such  a  one  is 
foUicitons  about  nothiug  but  his  own  Conduit  ,5  and 
for  fear  he  ftwuld  be  deficient  in  the  Duties  of  Reli- 
gion and  the  refpeBive  Funttions  of  Reafon  and 
Prudence. 

Always  go  the  near  eft  way  to  work  5  now  the 
Tteareft  way  through  all  the  Bufinefs  of  human  Life 
are  the  Paths  of  Religion  and  Honefty,  and  keeping 
thofe  as  direflly  as  you  can,  you  avoid  all  the  dan- 
geroits  Precipices  that  often  lie  in  the  Road,  and 
fometimes  block  vp  the  Paffage  entirely. 

Remember  that  Life  was  but  lent  at  firft,  and 
that  the  Remainder  is  more  than  you  have  reafon 
to  expetf,  and  confeqiier.ily  ought  to  be  managed  with 
7nuYi  than  ordinary  Diligence.  A  wife  Manfpends 
eve-y  day  as  if  it  were  his  laft;  his  Hour-glafsis  al- 
ways in  hi:  Hmi9  and  he  is  never  guilty  of  Sluggifl- 
Ttcfs  or  hfiicerky, 

Kc  was  about  to  proceed,  when  a  fad- 
den  Symptom  of  the  return  of  his  Fit  put 
him  in  miiid  that  it  was  time  to  get  his  Will 

witneffed, 
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witneffed,  which  was  no  foorier  done,  but  he 
took  it  up  and  gave  it  to  his  Sifter  ;  telling 
her,  that  tho'  all  he  had  was  hers  of  right, 
yet  he  thought  it  proper  to  prevent,  even  a 
poflibility  of  a  Difpute,  to  write  down  his 
Mind  in  the  Nature  of  a  Will,  where  w  I 
have  given  you ,  fays  he,  the  little  that  1  have 
lefty  except  my  Books  and  Papers,  which,  as  joon 
m  I  am  deadly  I  defire  may  he  delivered  to  Mr* 
Anthony  Barlow,  a  near  Relation  of  my  worthy 
Mafler,  Mr.  Owen  Parry. 

This  Mr.  Anthony  Barlow  was  an  old  con- 
templative Welch  Gentleman,  who  being 
under  fome  Difficulties  in  his  own  Country, 
was  fon;'d  to  come  into  Cornwal,  and  take 
San&uary  among  the  Tinners.  Dickory,  who, 
tho'  he  kept  himfelf  as  retir'd  as  poffible, 
happen'd  to  meet  him  one  day  upon  his 
Walk,  and  prefently  remember'd,  that  he 
was  the  very  Perfon  that  us'd  frequently 
to  come  to  vifit  his  Mafter,  whilft  he  liv'd 
in  Pembrookjhi/e,  and  fo  went  to  him,  and  by 
Signs  made  him  underftand  who  he  was. 

The  old  Gentleman,  tho7  at  firft  furpriz'd 
at  this  unexp.&ed  Interview,  foon  recollect- 
ed, that  he  had  formerly  feen  at  Mr.  Parry*$ 
a  Dumb  Man,  which  they  ufed  to  call,  The 
Dumb  philofopher,  fo  concludes  immediate- 
ly that  consequently,  this  muft  be  he.  In 
fliort,  they  foon  made  themfelves  known 

to 
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to  each  other;  and  from  that  time  con- 
trafted  a  ftrifl:  Friendfhip,  and  a  Correfpon- 
dence  by  Letters,  which  for  the  future  they 
mutually  manag'd  with  the  greateft:  Exa9> 
nefs  and  Familiarity. 

But  to  leave  this  as  a  Matter  not  much 
material,  and  return  to  our  Narrative  •  by 
this  time,  Dickorfs  Speech  began  to  faulter, 
which  his  Sifter  obferving,  put  him  in  mind, 
that  he  would  do  well  to  make  fome  Decla- 
ration of  his  Faith  and  Principles  of  Reli- 
gion, becaufe  fome  Reflexions |  had  been 
made  upon  him,  upon  the  account  of  his 
Negleft,  or  rather  his  Refufal  to  appear  at 
any  Place  of  Publick  Worfliip. 

Dear  Sifter?  fays  he,  Tou  obferve  very  well, 
and  1  could  wifh  the  continuance  of  my  Speech 
for  a  few  Moments,  that  I  might  make  an  ara- 
ble Declaration  upon  that  Account :  But  I  find 
that  cannot  le^  my  Speech  is  leaving  me  fo  fajl, 
that  I  can  only  tell  you,  that  I  have  always  liv*d, 
and  now  I  die  an  unworthy  Member  of  the  an- 
cient Catholick  and  Apoftolick  Church  ;  and  as 
to  my  Faith  and  Principles,  I  refer  you  to  my 
Papers,  which  I  hope  will,  in  fome  meafure, 
vindicate  me  againjl  the  Reflections  you  men" 
tion. 

He  had  hardly  finifh'd  his  Difcourfe  to 
bis  Sifter  and  her  two  Friends,  and  given 
fome  fhort  Dire&ions  relating  to  his  Burial, 

but 
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but  his  Speech  left  him;  and  what  makes 
the  thing  the  more  remarkable,  it  went  a- 
way  in  Appearance  without  giving  him  any 
fort  of  Pain  or  Uneafinefs. 

When  he  perceiv'd  that  his  Speech  was 
entirely  vanilh'd,  and  that  he  was  again  in 
his  original  State  of  Dumbnefs,  he  took  his 
Pen  as  formerly,  and  wrote  to  his  Sifter,  fig- 
nifying,  That  whereas  the  fudden  lofs  of  his 
Speech  had  deprived  him  of  the  Opportunity  to 
Jpeak  to  her  and  her  Friends  what  he  intended^ 
he  would  leave  it  for  them  in  Writing  ;  and  fo 
defir'd  he  might  not  be  difturb'd  till  the  re- 
turn of  his  Fit,  which  he  expe&ed  in  fix 
Hours  at  fartheft :  According  to  his  Defire 
they  all  left  him,  and  then  with  the  greateft 
Refignation  imaginable,  he  writ  down  th$ 
Meditations  following. 
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itfff  AbflraB  of  his  Faith  and 
the  Frinciples  of  his  Religion, 
dec.  which  begins  thus. 

Dear  Sijler, 

*  TTHANK  you  for  putting  me  in  mind 
c  J    to  make  zDeclarationol  my  Faith,  and 

*  the  Principles  of  my  Religion.  I  find,  as  you 
4  very  well  obferve,  I  have  been  under 
c  fome  Reflexions  upon  that  Account ;  and 

*  therefore  I  think  it  highly  requifite  that  I 

*  fet  that  Matter  right  in  the  firft  place  : 
c  To  begin  therefore  with  my  Faith,  in  which 
'  I  intend   to  be  as  fhort,  and  as  compre- 

*  henfiye  as  I  can. 

i.  I  moft  firmly  believe  that  it  was  the 
eternal  Will  of  God,  and  the  Refult  of  his 
infinite  Wifdom,  to  create  a  World,  and  for 
the  Glory  of  his  Majefty  to  make  feveral 
forts  of  Creatures  in  Order  and  Degree  one 

after 
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after  another  :  That  is  to  fay,  Angels  or 
pure  immortal  Spirits  :  Men  confiding  of 
immortal  Spirits  and  Matter,  having  ra- 
tional and  fenfitive  Souls.  Brutes  having 
mortal  and  fenfitive  Souls,  and  mere  Vege- 
tative?, fuch  as  Trees,  Plants,  &c.  And 
thefe  Creature*,  fo  made,  do  (as  it  were) 
clafp  the  higher  and  lower  World  together. 

2.  I  believe  the  holy  Scriptures,  and  eve- 
ry thing  therein  contained  to  be  the  pure  and 
effential  Word  of  God,  and  that  according 
to  thofefacred  Writings7  Man,  the  Lord  and 
Prince  of  the  Creation,  by  his  Difobedience 
in  Paradife,  forfeited  his  Innocence  and  the 
Dignity  of  his  Nature,  and  fubjefted  him- 
felf  and  all  his  Pofterity,  to  Sin  and  Mifery. 

3.  I  believe  and  am  fully  and  intirely  fa- 
tisty'd,  that  God  the  Father  out  of  his  infi- 
nite Goodnefs  and  Compaffion  to  Mankind, 
was  pleas' J  to  fend  his  only  S^n,  the  fecond 
Perfon  in  the  holy  and  undivided  Trinity  to 
mediate  for  hiro,  and  to  procure  his  Redem* 
ption  and  eternal  Salvation. 

4.  I  believe  that  God  the  Son,  put  of  his 
infinite  Love,  and  for  the  Glory  of  the  Deity, 
Xvaspleas'd  voluntarily  and  freely  to  defcend 
from  Heaven,  and  to  take  our  Nature  upon 
him,  and  to  lead  an  exemplary  Life,  of  Purity, 
Holinefi,  and  perfeft  Obedience,  and  at  laft 
to  fuffer  an  ignominious    Death  upon    the 
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Crofs  for  the  Sins  of  the  whole  World,  arid 
to  rife  again  the  third  Day  for  our  Juftifica- 
tion. 

y.  I  believe  that  the  Holy  Ghoft,  out  of 
his  infinite  Goodnefs  waspleas'd  to  undertake 
the  Office  of  San&ifying  us  with  h:s  Divine 
Grace,  and  thereby  affifting  us  with  Faith 
to  believe,  Will  to  defire,  and  Power  to  do 
all  thofe  things  that  are  required  of  us  in  this 
World,  in  order  to  entitle  us  to  the  Bleffings 
of  juft  Men  made  perfedt  in  the  World  to 
come. 

6.  I  believe  that  thefe  three  Perfons  are  of 
equal  Power,  Majefty  and  Duration,  and  that 
the  Godhead  of  the  Father,  of  the  Son,  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  all  One,  and  that  they 
are  equally  Uncreate,  Incomprehenfible,  E- 
ternal  and  Almighty;  and  that  none  is 
^/eater  or  lefs  than  the  other,  but  that  every 
one  hath  one,  and  the  fame  Divine  Nature 
aad  Perfections. 

Thile,  Sifter,  are  the  Dcftrines  which 
have  been  received  and  praclifed  by  the  beft 
Nfcnof  every  /\gefrom  the  beginning  of  the 
Chrijii 'an  Religion  to  "this  day ,and 'tis  upon  this 
I  ground  my  Faith,  and  hopes  of  Salvation, 
ncr  doubting  but  if  my  Life  and  Practice 
have  been  anfwerable  to  them,  that  I  fhall  be 
quickly  translated  out  of  this  Kingdom  of 
Darknefs,  out  of  this  World  of  Sorrow,  Vex- 
ation 
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ation  and  Confufion,  into  that  blefTed  King- 
dom,  where  I  fball  ceafe  to  grieve  and  to 
fuffer,  but  never  to  be  happy  to  all  Eter- 
nity. 

As  to  my  Principles  in  Religion,  to  be  as 
brief  as  I  can,  I  declare  myfelf  to  be  a  Mem- 
ber of  Chrift's  Church,  which  Itaketobea 
univerfal  Society  of  all  Chriftian  People, 
diftributed  under  lawful  Governors  and  Paf- 
tors  into  particular  Churches,  holding  Com- 
munion with  each  orher  in  all  the  Effentials 
of  the  Chriftian  Faith,  Worjbip  and  Difcifline  ; 
and  among  thefe,  I  look  upon  the  Church  of 
England  to  be  the  chief  and  beft  conftituted. 

The  Church  of  England  is  doubtlefs  the 
great  Bulwark  of  the  ancient  Cathclkk  and 
Afoftcltck  Faith  all  over  the  World  ;  a  Church 
that  has  all  the  fpiritual  Advantages  that  the 
Nature  of  a  Church  is  capable  of:  From 
the  Doctrine  and  Principles  of  the  Church 
of  England  we  are  taught  Loyalry  to  our 
Prince,  Fidelity  to  our  Country,  and  Juftice 
to  all  Mankind  ;  and  therefore  as  I  lock  up- 
on this,  to  be  one  of  the  mod  excellent 
Branches  of  the  Church  Univerfal,  and  ftands, 
as  'twere,  in  a  Parenthefis  between  Super- 
ftition  and  Hypocrify  :  I  therefore  hereby 
declare,  for  the  Satisfa&ion  of  you  and  your 
Friends,  as  I  have  always  liv'd,  ib  I  now 
die,  a  true  and  fincere,  tho'  a  moll:  unwor- 
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thy  Member  of  it :  And  as  to  my  difconti- 
nuance  of  my  Attendance  at  the  Publick 
Worfhip,  I  refer  you  to  my  Papers,  which 
I  have  left  with  my  worthy  Friend,  Mr.  Bar- 
low. And  thus,  my  dear  Sifter,  I  have  given 
you  a  fhort  Account  of  my  Faith,  and  the 
Principles  of  my  Religion.  I  come  in  the 
next  place  to  lay  before  you  a  few  Medita- 
tions and  Obfervatiofjs  I  have  at  feveral  times 
colle&ed  together,  more  particularly  thofe 
fince  my   Retirement   to  St.  Helens. 
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Meditations  and  Objervations 
relating  to  the  Conduit  of 
human  Life  in  general. 

i.  Y\  E  M  E  MB  E  R  how  often  you  have 
Jtv  neglefted  the  great  Duties  of  Reli- 
gion and  Virtue,  and  flighted  the  Opportu- 
nities that  Providence  has  put  into  your 
liands ;  and  withal,  that  you  have  a  fet  Pe- 
riod aflign'd  you  for  the  Management  of  the 
Affairs  of  human  Life ;  and  then  refleft  fcri- 
oufly,  that  unlefs  you  refolve  immediately 
to  improve  the  little  Remains,  that  the 
whole  muft  neceflarily  flip  away  infenfibly, 
and  then  you  are  loft  beyond  Recovery. 

2.  Let  an  unaffefted  Gravity,  Freedom, 
Juftice,  and  Sincerity  thine  through  all  your 
Actions,  and  let  no  Fancies  and  Chimeras 
give  the  leaft  check  to  thofe  excellent  Quali- 
ties. This  isaneafy  Task,  if  you  will  but 
fuppofe  every  thing  you  do  to  be  your  laft ; 
and  if  you  can  keep  your  Paflions  and  Ap- 
petites 
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petites  from  crofling  your  Reafon ;  ftand 
clear  of  Raflinefs,  and  have  nothing  of  In- 
fincerity,  or  Self- love  to  infeft  you. 

5.  Manage  all  your  Thoughts  and  A&ions 
withfuch  Prudence  and  Circumfpeftion,  as 
if  you  were  fenfible  you  were  jult  going  to 
ftepinto  the  Grave  :  A  little  thinking  will 
fhew  a  Man  the  Vanity  and  Uncertainty  of 
all  Sublunary  Things,  and  enable  him  to  ex- 
amine maturely  the  manner  of  Dying,  which 
if  duly  abftrafted  from  the  Terror  of  the 
Idea,  will  appear  nothing  more  than  an  un- 
avoidable Appendix  of  Life  it  felf,  and  a 
pure  natural  A&ion, 

4.  Confider  that  ill  Ufage  from  fome  fort 
of  People,  is  in  a  manner  neceffary,  and 
therefore  don't  bedifquieted  about  it,  but  ra- 
ther conclude,  that  you  and  your  Enemy  are 
both  marching  off  the  Stage  together,  and 
that  in  a  little  time  your  very  Memories  will 
be  extinguifhed. 

5.  Among  your  principal  Obfervations  up- 
on  human  Life,  let  it  be  always  one,  to  take 
notice  what  a  great  deal  both  of  Time  an$ 
Eafe  that  Man  gains,  who  is  not  troubled 
with  the  Spirit  of  Curiofity  ;  who  lets  his 
Neighbour's  Affairs  alone,  and  confines  his 
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Infpe&ions  to  himfelt,  and  only  takes  care 
of  Honefty  and  good  Confcience. 

7.  If  you  would  live  at  your  Eafe,  and  as 
much  as  poffible  be  free  from  the  Incum- 
brances of  Life,  manage  but  a  few  things  at 
once,  and  let  thofe  too  be  fuch  as  are  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary :  By  this  Rule,  you'll  draw 
the  bulk  of  your  Bufinefs  into  a  narrow  Com- 
pafs,  and  have  the  double  Pleafure  of  ma- 
king your  Aftions  good  and  few  into  the 
Bargain. 

8.  He  that  torments  himfelf  becaufe  things 
don't  happen  juft  as  he  would  have  them, 
is  but  a  fort  of  Ulcer  in  the  World  ;  and  he 
that  is  felfifh,  narrow-foui'd,  and  fets  up 
lor  afeparate  Ditereft,  is  a  kind  of  voluntary 
Outlaw,  and  difincorporates  himfelf  from 
Mankind. 

9.  Never  think  any  thing  below  you, 
which  Rcafon  and  your  own  Circumftances 
require,  and  never  fuffer  yourfelf  to  be  de- 
rerrM  by  the  ill-grounded  Notions  cf  Cen- 
fure  and  Reproach  ;  but  when  Honefty  and 
Confcience  prompt  you  to  fay,  or  do  any 
thing,  do  it  boldly,  never  balk  your  Refo- 
lution,  or  ftart  at  the  Confequence* 
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ib.  If  a  Man  does  me  an  Injury,  what's 
that  to  me;  'tis  his  own  A&ion,and  let  him 
account  for  it.  As  for  me,  I  am  in  my  pro- 
per Station,  and  only  doing  the  Bufinefs  that 
Providence  has  allotted ;  and  withal  I  ought 
to  confider  that  the  beft  way  to  revenge,  is 
not  to  imitate  the  Injury. 

ii.  When  you  happen  to  be  ruffled,  and 
put  out  of  humor  by  any  crofs  Accident, 
retire  immediately  into  your  Reafpn,  and 
don't  differ  your  Paffion  to  overule  you  a 
Moment  :  For  the  fooner  you  recover  your- 
ftlf  now,  the  better  you'll  be  able  to  guard 
yourfelf  for  the  future. 

ii.  Don't  be  like  thofe  i!l-natur'd  Peo- 
ple, that  though  they  do  not  love  to  give  a 
good  Word  to  their  Contemporaries,  yet 
are  mighty  fond  of  their  own  Commenda- 
tions. This  argues  a  perverfe  and  unjaft 
Temper,  and  often  expofes  the  Authors  to 
Scorn  and  Contempt. 

1 3.  If  any  one  convinces  you  of  an  Error, 
change  your  Opinion,  and  thank  him  for  it. 
Truth  and  Information  are  your  Bufinefs, 
and  can  never  hurt  any  body.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  that  is  proud  and  ftubborn,  and 

wilfully 


(  4t  ) 

wilfully  continues  in  a  Miftake,  'tis  he  that 
receives  the  Mifchief. 

14.  Becaufe  you  fee  a  thing  difficult, 
don't  inftantly  conclude  it  is  impoffible  to 
mafter  it :  Diligence  and  Induflry  are  fel- 
dom  defeated,  Lobk  therefore  narrowly  in- 
to the  thing  it  felf,  and  what  you  obferve 
proper  and  pra&icable  in  another,  conclude 
likewife  within  your  own  Power. 

15.  The  principal  Bufinefs  of  human  Life 
is  run  through  within  the  fhort  compafs  of 
twenty  four  Hours,  and  when  you  have 
taken  a  deliberate  View  of  the  prefent  Age, 
you  have  feen  as  ntuch  as  if  you  had  begun 
with  the  World ;  the  reft  being  nothing 
elfe  but  an  endlefs  Round  of  the  fame 
Things  over  and  over  again. 

16.  Bring  your  Will  to  your  Fate,  and 
fuit  your  Mind  to  your  Circumftances  : 
Love  your  Friends,  and  forgi  e  your  Ene- 
mies, and  do  Juftice  to  all  Mankind,  and 
you'll  be  fecure  to  make  your  Paflage  eafy, 
and  enjoy  mod  of  the  Comforts  that  hu- 
man Life  is  capable  to  afford  you. 

17.  When  you  have  a  mind  to  enterttjifi 
yourfelf  in  your  Retirements,  let  it  be  with 
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the  good  Qualifications  of  your  Friends 
and  Acquaintance.  Think  with  Pleafure 
and  Satisfaftion  upon  the  Honour  and  Bra- 
very of  one,  the  Modefty  of  another,  and 
the  Generofity  of  a  third,  and  fo  on ;  there 
being  nothing  more  pleafant  and  diverting, 
than  the  lively  Images,  and  the  Advan- 
tages of  thofe  we  love  and  converfe  with. 

1 8.  As  nothing  can  deprive  you  of  the 
Privileges  of  your  Nature,  or  compel  you 
to  act  counter  to  your  Reafon  ;  fo  nothing 
can  happen  to  you,  but  what  comes  from 
Providence,  and  confiftswith  the  Intereftof 
the  Univerfe. 

19.  Let  Peoples  Tongues  and  A&ions  be 
what  they  will,  yourbufinefs  is  to  have  Ho- 
nour and  Honefty  in  your  view.  Let  them 
rail,  revile,  cenfure,  and  condemn,  or  make 
you  the  Subjed  of  their  Scorn  and  Ridi- 
cule ;  what  does  it  all  fignify :  You  have 
one  certain  Remedy  againft  all  their  Ma- 
lice and  Folly,  and  that  is,  to  live  fo  that 
no  body  lhall  believe  them. 

20.  Alas,  poor  Mortals !  did  we  rightly 
confider  our  own  State  and  Condition,  we 
fhould  find  it  would  not  be  long  before  we 
have  forgot  all  the  World,  and  to  be  even, 
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that  all  the  World  will  have  forgot  us  like* 
wife. 

21.  He  that  would  recommend  himfelf 
to  the  Publick,  let  him  do  it  by  the  Can- 
dor and  Modefty  of  his  Behaviour,  and  by 
a  generous  Indifference  to  external  Advan- 
tages. Let  him  love  Mankind,  and  refign 
to  Providence,  and  then  his  Works  will 
follow  him,  and  his  good  A&ions  will 
praife  him  in  the  Gate. 

22.  When  you  hear  aDifcourfe,  let  your 
Underftanding,  as  far  as  poflible,  keep  pace 
with  it,  and  lead  you  forward  to  thofe 
things  which  fall  moft  within  thecompafs 
of  your  own  Obfervations. 

%\,  When  Vice  and  Treachery  fhall  be 
rewarded,  and  Virtue  and  Ability  flighted 
and  difcountenanced :  When  Minifters  of 
State  fhall  rather  fear  Man  than  God,  and 
to  fcreen  themfelves,  run  into  Parties  and 
Factions  :  When  Noife  and  Clamour , 
and  fcandalous  Reports  fliall  carry  every 
thing  before  them,  'tis  natural  to  conclude 
that  a  Nation  in  fuch  a  State  of  Infatua- 
tion, ftands  upon  the  brink  of  Deftru&ion9 
and  without  the  intervention  of  fome  un- 
forefeen  Accident,  muft  be  inevitably 
ruined.  F  %  24.  When 


(44  5 

£4.  When  a  Prince  is  guarded  by  wife 
and  honeft  Men,*  and  when  all  publick 
Officers  are  fure  to  be  rewarded  if  they 
do  well,  and  punifhed  if  they  do  evil,  the 
Confequence  is  plain:  Juftice  and  Honefty 
will  flourifti,  and  Men  will  be  always  con- 
triving, not  for  themfelves,  but  for  the  Ho- 
nour  and  Intereft  of  their  King  and  Coun- 
try. 

1$.  Wicked  Men  may  fometimes  go  un- 
punifted  in  this  World,  but  wicked  Na- 
tions never  do ;  becaufe  this  World  is  the 
only  place  of  Punifliment  for  wicked  Na- 
tions, though  not  for  private  and  particular 
Perfons. 

26.  An  Adminiftration  that  is  merely 
founded  upon  human  Policy,  mud  be  al- 
ways fubjefi  to  human  Chance ;  but  that 
which  is  founded  on  the  Divine  Wifdom, 
ca.n  no  more  mifcarry  than  the  Govern- 
ment of  Heaven.  To  govern  by  Parties  and 
Faftions  is  the  Advice  of  an  Atheifl^  and 
fets  up  a  Government  by  the  Spirit  of  Sa- 
tan :  In  iuch  a  Government  the  Prince  can 
nevei  be  fecure  under  the  greateft  Fro- 
mife.  fince  as  Meiis  Intereft  changes,  fo 
wil^their   Duty  and  Affeftions  likewife. 

27.  >Tis 
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27.  'Tis  a  very  ancient  Obfervation,  and 
a  very  true  one,  that  People  generally  de- 
fpife  where  they  flatter,  and  cringe  to  thofe 
they  defign  to  betray  ;  fo  that  Truth  and 
Ceremony  are,  and  always  will  be;  two 
diflinft  Things. 

^8.  When  you  find  your  Friend  in  an 
Error,  undeceive  him  with  Secrecy  and 
Civility,  and  let  him  fee  his  Over-fight 
firft,  by  Hints  and  Glances ;  and  if  you 
cannot  convince  him,  leave  him  with  Re- 
fpe&,  and  lay  the  Fault  upon  your  own 
Management. 

^9.  When  you  are  under  the  greateft 
Vexations,  then  confider  that  human  Life 
lafts  but  for  a  Moment ;  and  don't  forget, 
but  that  you  are  like  the  reft  of  the  Worid, 
and  faulty  yourfelf  in  many  Inftances  ;  and 
withal  remember  that  Anger  and  Impati- 
ence often  prove  more  mifchievous  than  the 
Provocation. 

30.  Gentlenefs  and  good  Humour  are  in- 
vincible, provided  they  are  without  Hypo- 
crify  and  Defign ;  they  difarm  the  moft  bar- 
barous and  favage  Tempers,  and  make  even 
Malice  afliamM  of  it  felf. 

31.  In 
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31.  In  all  the  A&ions  of  Life,  let  it  be 
your  firft  and  principal  Care,  to  guard  a- 
gainft  Anger  on  the  one  hand,  and  Flattery 
on  the  other,  for  they  are  both  unfervice- 
able  Qualities,  and  do  a  great  deal  of  Mif- 
chief  in  the  Government  of  human  Life, 

3x.  When  a  Man  turns  Knave  or  Li- 
bertine, and  gives  way  to  Fear,  Jealou- 
fy,  and  Fits  of  the  Spleen.  When  his  mind 
complains  of  his  Fortune,  and  he  quits  the 
Station  in  which  Providence  has  placed 
him,  he  a£ls  perfe&ly  counter  to  Humani- 
ty, deferts  his  own  Nature,  and,  as  it  were, 
runs  away  from  himfelf. 

33.  Be  not  heavy  in  Bufinefs,  difturbed 
in  Converfation,  nor  impertinent  in  your 
Thoughts.  Let  your  Judgment  be  right, 
your  Aftions  friendly,  and  your  Mind  con- 
tented; let  them  curfe  you,  threaten,  or 
defpife  you :  Let  them  go  on,  they  can  ne- 
ver injure  your  Reafon,  or  your  Virtue, 
and  then  all  the  reft  that  they  can  do  to 
you  fignifies  nothing.  ' 

34.  The  only  pleafure  of  human  Life  is 
doing  the  bufinefs  of  the  Creation,  and 
which  way  is  that  to  bq  coippaffed,  very 
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eafily  moft  certainly;  by  the  Practice  of  ge- 
neral Kindnefs  ;  by  rejecting  the  importu- 
nity of  our  Sences  •,  by  diltinguiftiing  Truth 
from  Falfliood  ;  and  by  contemplating  the 
Works  of  the  Almighty. 

3£.  Be  fure  to  mind  that  which  lies  be-1 
fore  you,  whether  it  be  Thought,  Word,  or 
Aftion,  and  never  poftpone  an  Opportuni- 
ty, or  make  Virtue  wait  for  you  'till  to 
morrow. 

36.  Whatever  tends  neither  to  the  Im- 
provement of  your  Reafon,  or  the  Benefit 
of  Society,  think  it  below  you  ;  and  when 
you  have  done  any  confiderable  Service  to 
Mankind,  don't  leflen  it  by  your  Folly,  in 
gaping  after  Reputation  and  Requital. 

37.  When  you  find  yourfelf  fleepy  in  a 
Morning,  roufe  yourfelf,  and  confider  that 
you  are  born  to  Bufinefs;  and  that  in  doing 
good  in  your  Generation,  you  anfwer  your 
Character,  and  ad  like  a  Man:  Whereas 
Sleep  and  Idlenefs  do  but  degrade  you,  and 
fink  you  down  to  a  Brute. 

38.  A  Mind  that  has  nothing  of  Hope, 
or  Fear,  or  Averfion,  or  Defire,  to  weaken 
and  difturb  it,  is  the  moft  impregnable  Se- 
curity. 


curity.  Hither  we  may  with  fafety  retire; 
and  defy  our  Enemies;  and  he  that  fees 
not  this  Advantage,  muft  be  extremely  ig- 
norant, and  he  that  forgets  it,  unhappy. 

39.  Don't  difturb  yourfelf  about  the 
Faults  of  other  People,  but  let  every  Bo- 
dies Crimes  lie  at  their  own  Door :  Have 
always  this  great  Maxim  in  your  Remem- 
brance, That  to  play  the  Knave,  is  to  re- 
bel againft:  Religion  ;  all  forts  of  Injuftice 
being  no  lefs  than  High  Treafon  againft 
Heaven  it  felf. 

r40.  Don't  contemn  Death,  but  meet  it 
with  a  decent  and  religious  Fortitude,  and 
look  upon  it  as  one  of  thofe  things  which 
Providence  has  ordered.  If  you  want  a 
Cordial  to  make  the  Apprehenfions  of  Dy- 
ing go  down  a  little  the  more  eafily,  con- 
fider  what  fort  of  World,  and  what  fort  of 
Company  you'll  part  with.  To  conclude, 
do  but  look  ferioufly  into  the  World,  and 
there  yotfll  fee  Multitudes  of  People  pre- 
paring for  funerals,  and  mourning  for  their 
Friends  and  Acquaintances ;  an$  look  out 
again  a  little  afterwards,  and  you'll  fee  o- 
thers  doing  the  very  fame  thing  for  them, 

fd 
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In  fhort,  Men  are  but  poor  tranfitory 
Things  :  To  day  they  are  bufy  and  har- 
rafled  with  the  Affairs  of  human  Life,  and 
to  morrow  Life  it  felf  is  taken  from  them^ 
and  they  are  returned  to  their  original  Duft 
and  Afhes. 
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PART    III. 

Containing  Vrophetick  Observa- 
tions, relating  to  the  Affairs 
of  Europe,  and  of  Great- 
Britain,  more  particularly, 
from  1720,  to  1725V 

L 

IN  the  latter  End  of  172^0,  an  Eminent 
old  Lady  (hall  bring  forth  five  Sons  at 
a  Birth;  the  youngeft  fliall  live  and  grow 
up  to  Maturity,  but  the  four  eldeft  fliall 
either  die  in  the  Nurfery,  or  be  all  carried 
off  by  fome  fudden  and  unexpected  Ac- 
cident* 


IL 
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II. 

About  this  time  a  Man  with  a  double 
Head  (hall  arrive  in  Britain  from  the  South. 
One  of  thefe  Heads  fhall  deliver  Meflages 
of  great  Importance  to  the  governing  Par- 
ty/and  the  other  to  the  Party  that's  op- 
pofite  to  them  ;  the  firft  (hall  believe  the 
Monfter,  but  the  laft  fhall  difcover  the  Impos- 
tor, and  io  happily  difengage  themfelves 
from  a  Snare  that  was  laid  to  deftroy 
them  and  their  Pofterity :  After  this  the 
two  Heads  fhall  unite,  and  the  Monfter 
{hall  appear  in  his  proper  Shape. 

IIL 

In  the  Year  1721,  a  Philofopher  from 
lower  Germany  fhall  come,  firft,  to  Am- 
Jierdam  in  Holland,  and  afterwards  to  Lon- 
don ;  he  will  bring  with  him  a  World  of 
Cunofities,  and  among  them  a  pretended 
Secret  for  the  Tranfmutations  of  Metals: 
Under  the  Umbrage  of  this  mighty  Secret, 
he  (hall  pafs  upon  the  World  for  fome 
time  ;  but  at  length,  he  fhall  be  detected, 
and  proved  to  be  nothing  but  an  Empe- 
rick  and  a  Cheat,  and  fo  forc'd  to  fheak 
oft,  and  leave  the  People  he  has  deluded, 
either  to  bemoan  their  Loft,  or  la  .ugh  at 
their  own  Folly.  N.  B.  This  Will  be  the 
G  %  laft 
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laft  of  his  Se&  that  will  ever  venture  in 
this  Part  of  the  World  upon  the  fame  Er- 
rant}. 

IV. 

In  this  Year  great  Endeavours  will  be 
ufed  for  procuring  a  general  Peace,  which 
Jhall  be  fo  near  a  Conclusion,  that  pub- 
lick  Rejoycings  fhall  be  made  at  the  Courts 
of  feveral  great  Potentates  upon  that  Ac- 
count; but  juft  in  the  critical  Juncture,  a 
certain  neighbouring  Prince  (hall  come  to  a 
violent  Death,  which  fhall  occafion  new 
Wir  and  Commotion  all  over  Eur  op  >  but 
thofe  fhal!  continue  but  for  a  fhort  time,  and 
at  laft  terminate  in  the  utter  Deftruftion  of 
the  firft  Aggreffors. 

V. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  this  Year  of  My- 
fteries  a  Perfon  thac  was  born  blind  fhall 
Ins-,  Ms  Sight  restored,  and  fhall  fee  Ra- 
ven perch  upon  the  Heads  of  Tray  tors, 
iamong  which  the  Head  of  a  notorious  Pre- 
late fhall  fund  upon  the  higheft  Pole. 

VI. 

In  the  Year  17*2,  There  (hall  be  a 
grand  Congrefsi  and  new  Overtures  of 
Peace   offered  by  moft  of  the  principal  Par^ 

ties 
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ties  concern'd  in  the  War  ;  which  fliall 
have  fo  good  effeft,  that  a  Ceffation  of 
Arms  fliall  be  agreed  upon  for  fix  Months, 
which  fliall  be  kept  inviolable,  'cill  a  cer- 
tain General,  either  through  Treachery,  or 
Inadvertency,  (hall  begin  Hoftilities  before 
the  Expiration  of  the  Term ;  upon  which 
the  injur'd  Prince  fhall  draw  his  Sword,  and 
throw  the  Scabbard  into  the  Sea;  vowing 
never  to  return  it,  'till  he  fliall  obtain  Satis- 
faction for  himfelf,  and  done  Jufiice  to  all 
that  were  opprefled, 

vir. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  Year,  a  famous 
Bridge  fliall  be  broke  down,  and  the  Wa- 
ter that  runs  under  it  fliall  be  tin&urM 
with  the  Blood  of  two  notorious  Male- 
fa£tors;  whofe  tmexpe&ed  Death  fhall  make 
mighty  Alterations  in- the  prefect  State  of 
Affairs,  and  put  a  flop  to  the  Ruine  of  a 
Nation,  which  muft  otherways  have  beeq 
unavoidable. 

VIII. 

17x5  begins  with  Plots,  Conspiracies, 
and  Inteftine  Commotions  in  feveral  Coun- 
tries, nor  fhall  Great-Britai*  it  fdf  be  free 
jfrom  the  Calamity,    Thefe  Hull  continue 

'till 
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•till  a  certain  young  Prince  fliall  take  the 
Reigns  of  Government  into  his  own  hands, 
and  after  that,  a  Marriage  fhall  be  pro- 
pofed,  and  an  Alliance  concluded  between 
two  Great  Potentates,  who  fhall  joyn  their 
Forces,  and  endeavour,  in  good  earneft,  to 
fet  all  Matters  upon  a  right  Foundation. 

IX. 

This  Year,  feveral  Cardinals  and  Pre- 
lates ftial!  he  publickly  cenfured  for  Here- 
tical Principles,  and  fhall  narrowly  efcape 
from  being  torn  to  Pieces  by  the  common 
People,  who  will  look  upon  them  as  the 
grand  Diiturbers  of  the  Publick  Tranquil- 
lity, perfect  Incendiaries,  and  the  chief 
Promoters  of  their  former,  prefent,  and  fu- 
ture Calamities. 

X. 

In  172T,  There  will  be  many  Treaties 
and  Negociations,  and  Great-Britain  parti- 
cularly will  be  crowded  with  foreign  Mi- 
niftersand  Ambaffadors  from  remote  Princes 
and  States.  Trade  and  Commerce  will  be- 
gin to  flourifh  and  revive,  and  every  thing 
will  have  a  comfortable  Profpefl,  until 
feme  Defperado's,  aflifted  by  a  Monlter 
with  many  Heads,  fhall  ftart  new  Diffi- 
culties, 
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culties,  and  put  the  World  again  into  a 
Flame  ;  but  thefe  fhall  be  but  of  fhort 
Duration. 

XL 

Before  the  expiration  of  17x5,  an  Eagle 
from  the  North  fhall  fly  directly  to  the 
South,  and  perch  upon  the  Palace  of  a 
Prince,  and  firft  unravel  the  bloody  Pro- 
jefts  and  Defigns  of  a  wicked  fete  of  Peo- 
ple, and  then  publickly  diicoyer  the  Mur- 
der of  a  great  King,  and  the  intended  Af- 
faflination  of  another   greater  than  he. 

xir. 

In  172.6,  Three  Princes  will  be  born,  that 
will  grow  up  to  be  Men,  and  inherit  the 
Crowns  of  three  of  the  greateft;  Monarchies 
in  Europe. 

XIII. 

About  this  time  the  Pope  will  die,  and 
after  a  great  many  Intrigues  and  Strag- 
glings, a  Spanijh  Cardinal  fhall  be  ele&ed, 
who  fhall  decline  the  Dignity,  and  declare 
his  Marriage  with  a  great  Lady,  and  an 
Heirefs  of  one  of  the  chief  Principalities  in 
Italy ;  which  may  occafion  new  Troubles 
in  Europe,  if  not  timely  prevented. 

XIV. 
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XIV. 

In  17*7,  New  Troubles  (hall  break  out 
in  the  North,  occafion'd  by  the  fudden 
Death  of  a  certain  Prince,  and  the  Avarice 
and  Ambition  of  another :  Poor  Poland  feems 
to  be  pointed  at;  but  the  Princes  of  the 
South  fhall  enter  into  a  Confederacy  to  pre- 
ferve  her,  and  fhall  at  length  reftore  her 
Peace,  and  prevent  the  perpetual  Ruineof 
her  Conftitution. 

XV. 
Great  Endeavours  will  be  ufed  about  this 
time  for  a  Comprehenfion  in  Religion,  fup- 
ported  by  crafty  and  defigning  Men,  and 
a  Party  of  miftaken  Zealots,  which  they 
fhall  artfully  draw  in  to  joyn  with  them ; 
but  as  the  Project  is  ill  concerted,  and  will 
be  worfe  managed,  it  will  come  to  nothing ; 
and  foon  afterwards  an  effectual  Method 
will  be  taken  to  prevent  the  like  Attextipt 
for  the  future* 

XVI. 

1718  will  be  a  Year  of  Enquiry  and  Re- 
trofpedtion  :  Many  exorbitant  Grants  will 
be  reaflumed,  and  federal  Perfons,  who 
thought  themfclves  fecure,  will  be  called  be- 

fore 
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fore  the  Senate,  and  compelled  to  difgorge 
what  they  haveunjuftly  pillagM  either  from 
the  Crown  or  the  Publick. 

XVII. 

About  this  time  a  new  Scaffold  will  be 
ere&ed  upon  the  Confines  of  a  certain  great 
City,  where  an  old  Count  of  a  new  Extrac- 
tion, that  has  been  of  all  Parties,  and  true 
to  none,  will  be  doom'd  by  his  Peers  to 
make  the  firft  Appearance ;  after  this  an  old 
Lady,  who  has  often  been  expofed  to  Dan- 
ger and  Difgrace,  and  fometimes  brought 
to  the  very  brink  of  Deftru&ion,  will  be 
brought  to  bed  of  three  Daughters  at  once, 
which  they  fhall  call  Plenty,  Peace  and  J- 
nion ;  and  thefe  three  (hall  live  and  grow 
up  together,  be  the  Glory  of  their  Mother, 
and  the  Comfort  of  Pofterity  for  many  Ge- 
nerations. 

This  is  the  Subftance  of  what  he  either 
writ  or  extracted  from  his  Papers  in  the  Inter- 
val between  the  lofs  of  his  Speech,  and  the 
return  of  his  Fit,  which  happened  exa&ly 
to  the  time  he  had  computed. 

Upon  the   approach  of  his  Fit,  he  made 

Signs  to    be    put  to  Bed ;   which  was  no 

H  fooner 
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fooner  done,  but  he  was  feiz'd  with  extreme 
Agonies,  which  he  bore-up  under  with  the 
greateft  Stedfaftnefs ;  and  after  a  fevere 
Confliftj  that  lafted  near  eight  Hours,  he 
expir'd. 

Thus  liv*d,  and  thus  died  this  extraordina* 
ry  Perfon:  A  Perfon,  tho'of  mean  Extract 
tionand  obfcure  Life ;  yet  when  his  Character 
comes  to  be  fully  and  truly  known,  it  will 
be  read  with  Pleafure,  Profit,  and  Adrni* 
ration. 

His  Perfections  at  large  would  be  the 
work  of  a  Volume,  and  inconfiftent  with 
the  Intention  of  thefe  Papers  :  I  will  there- 
fore only  add,  for  a  Conclufion,  That  he 
was  a  Man  of  uncommon  Thought  and 
Judgment,  and  always  kept  his  Appetite  and 
Inclination  within  their  juft  Limits. 

His  Reafon  wasjlrong  and  manly,  hisUn- 
derftanding^W  and  atfive ;  and  his  Temper 
fo  eafy,  equal,  and  complaifant,  that  he  never 
fell  out,  either  with  Men  or  Accidents.  He  bore 
all  things  with  the  higheft  Affability,  and 
computed  juftly  upon  their  Value  and  Confe- 
rence :  And  then  apply'd  them  to  their  pro- 
per Z/fes. 
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A  Letter  from  Oxford,  dec. 

SIR, 

T>  £  /iVG  inform  d  that  you  fpee* 
■*-*  <//7^  intend  to  publijh  fome  Me- 
moirs, relating  to  our  Dumb  Country* 
Man,  Dickory  Cronlce  :  /  fend  you 
herewith  a  few  Lines^  in  the  Nature  of 
an  Elegy,  which  I  leave  you  to  difpofe 
of  as  you  thinks  fit.  1  knew  and  ad~ 
viird  the  Man,  and  if  1  was  capable^ 
his  Character  fhould  be  the  fir  ft  thing 
Iwoud  attempt. 

Tours,  &c, 


H  % 


4 


(*>-} 


An  Elegy  in  Memory  of Dio 
kary  Cronke,   ^  D^ 

Vhilofopher. 


vitiis  nemo  fine  nafcitur  ;  optimmiOe 


Qui  minimis  urgetur. 

Horace, 

T  F  virtuous  Aftions  Emulation  raife, 
**-   Then  this  good  Mandeferves  immortal 

(Praife  : 

When  Nature  fuchextenfive  Wifdomlent, 
She  fure  defignM  him  for  our  Prefident ; 
Such  great  Endowments  in  a  Man  unknown, 
Declare  the  Bleflings  were  not  all  his  own ; 
But  rather  granted  for  a  time  to  fliow, 
What  the  wife  hand  of  Providence  can  do. 

In 


In  him  we  may  a  bright  Example  fee 
Qf  Native  Juftice  and  Morality, 
A  Mind  not  fubjeft  to  the  Frowns  of  Fate, 
But  calm  and  eafy  in  a  fervile  State. 

He  always  kept  a  guard  upon  his  Will, 
And  fear'd  no  harm,  becaufe  he  knew  no  ill; 
A  decent  Pofture  and  an  humble  Mien, 
In  ev'ryA&ion  of  his  Life  were  feen: 
Thro' all  the  diff'rent  Stages  that  he  went, 
He  ftill  appeared  both  wife  and  diligent. 
Firm  to  his  Word,  and  pun&ual  tohisTruft, 
Sagacious,  Frugal,  Affable,  and  Juft. 

No  gainful  Views  his  bounded  hopes  could 

(  fway, 

No  wanton  Thought  led  his  chaft  SWaftray ; 

In  fhort,his  Thoughts  and  Aftions  both  declare, 

Nature  defign'd  him  her  Philofopher, 

That  all  Mankind  by  his  Example  taught, 

Might  learn  to  live,  and  manage  ev'ry  Thought. 

Oh-1 


C  62) 

Oh !  could  my  Mufe  the  wond'rous  Subject 

(grace*, 
And  from  his  Touth  his  virtuous  Attions  trace" 
Could  I  in  juft  and  equal  Numbers  tell, 
How  well  he  liv*d9  and  how  devoutly  fell9 
I  boldly  might  your  ftrift  Attention  claim, 
And  bid  you  leam,  2S\&  copy- out  the  Man. 
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